fpccial iudgemet. For albeit that in elder times, when as yet the coumpt o'* i 
not perfected, as aftervvarde it was by Iulius Ca*/af,they began to tel the m 
Marches beginning, and according to the lame God (as is layd in ScripturA^^ ^ 
the people of the levves to count the moncth Abil,that which vve call iVl C L maUn <M 
firft moncth'pn remembraunce that in that moneth he brought them out f e 5 ^ 0rt * ' 
-ffigi pt : yet according to tradition oflatter times it hath bene otherwife o ] f ^ 

in gouernment of of the church, and rule of Mightieft Realmcs . For from 


who firft obfetued the ienpe yeere which he called Bilfextilem Annum an u ^ 
to a more certain courfe the odde vvandring dayes which of the GreekeV v ' 
xzvfZ'jLmms. of the Romanes intcrcalares (for in fuch matter of learning I a ^ Ca ^ 
vfe the terpaes of the learned ) the monethes haue bene nombred xij. which • t^ t0 
ordinaunce ofRomulus were but tenne, counting but CCCiiij. dayes 
and beginning with March.But Numa Pompilius,vvho was the father ofal dTp ^ 
ceremonies and religion , feeing that reckoning to agree neither with the cou 
fonne,norof the Moone 5 thcrevnto added twomonethes,Ianuary andFcbruar C °’ 
in it feemeth,that wife king minded vpon good reafon to begin the ycare at I - bcr ' 

him therefore fo called tanquam Ianua anni the gate and entraunce ofthe yere^nf 
name of the god Ianus , to which god for that the old Paynims attributed thcB°U 

; npw rnmmincr into the vvrsrlrl#» it- i * 


Gtfai 


beginning 
to him 


ling of all creatures new comming into the vvorlde , it feemeth that he the f 
afligned the beginning and firft enrrauncc ofthe yeare' . which account for! 


tore 

account forth 


moft part hath hetherto continued.Notvvithftanding thafthe /Egyptians beoinneth" 
yeare at Septetnbcr 3 for that according to the opinion of the beft Rabbins, and verv ? 
pofe ofthe feripture felfe , God made the vvorlde in that Moneth,that is called oftT' 


Tifri And therefore he commaunded thcm,to keepe the feaft of Pauilions in thee d r 
the yeare,in the xv. day ofthe feuenth moneth,vvhich before that time was the feft ° 

- But our Authour refpefling nether the fubtihie of thone parte,nor the antiquitieof 

\horher,thinketh it fitteft according to the fimplicitie of commcn vnderftandin^ to be- 
gin with tanuarie,wcning it perhaps no decoru, that Sepheard fhould be feeneinmat 
ter of fo deepe infight, or canuafe a cafe of fo doubtful iudgtnent.So therefore beginneth 
hc,&focoatinucthhe throughout. 
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JEg(°ga prim 0—3. 


argvment. 

T N this fyrSi JEglogue Colin cloute a p>epbearJes hoy complainetb him 
* t fhis 'unfortunate loue,being but netvly(as femetb)enamourtd of a coun- 
tries* called Rofalinde: tvith tohicb Strong affeHion being\>eryfore tra- 
ueltd.be comparttb his carefull cafe to the fadde feafon of theyeare.to the 
froHie ground, to the fro fen trees, and to bis ottne trinterbeatenflockf. jTnd 
laStlye* fynding bimfelfe robbed of all former pleafaunceand delights, be f 
Ireakjtb bis Pipe in peeces.and caStetb him felfe to the ground. 


COLIN Cloute. 

£l)cpct)Cflrt!s bopc(t;o better boe &tm call) 
token (KB inter# toaftfu? fytgfjt toas a!mo6 (pent, 
911 in a fumufljtne tap^as niti befall , 
leu fojtl) Ijts flock, tljat&an bene long ppent. 

&o fapnttkcp U)ore,anb feeble in tbe fetoe, 

^Ijat notobnnctljes tljctc feete coulo t(jem bp&oltr, 

<311 as tbe $§>&eepe,fiidj bias tfje fljcpeljearos looke, 
jFojpdcaitb toamie be toast, (alas tlje toljile,) 
fl^ap feeme tjc lobo,o? els Pome care lie tookc: 

CUell court; ^ tune l;i# ptpe,anp frame !;tj? (file, , 
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